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THE JOYS AND FRUSTRATIONS OF COLLECTING
Bo M.y .. \Y L
by
Richard Percival

tallsta  about 14 = rs ago when I used to travel the length " bre = of
Britain watching my favourite football team - Notts County.

Having been offered a tray from a landlord during one of these trips I suddenly
got the urge from then on.

The following are a few facts about my collection:-

e [ only coilect British Brewery Trays (not Whisiy: or Tobacco)
e Afy trays are all pre-date 1970

My cidest tray dates back to the 1890's

! have over 1,006 travs

About 306 trays date from before the Second World Var

I have trays represeniing over 320 breweries

The entire collection weighs well over I tonne

With over 1.000 trays I bet vou're asking - how dees he keep and display them?
Well the answer to that is that firstly my top 200 are displaved in one m in my
house; I consider it to be my “mini museum”. Every monik: 1 change about 20 or
30 of these trays to varv the intcrest. Sometimes 1 display 2 common theme like,
made of copper or brass. a particular makers mark. cr the sarie shape, but quite
simply the majority of time I'll just pick my favourites!

While 200 are constantly on display the rest are carcfully stored in large blanket
boxes (about 4 in all). although you'll usually find a tray or two ir. most rooms of
my small house.

100 of the collection were recently put on d _ ay for a 6 month period in t
Lancaster Muscum.

As for cataloguing I have two main methods - firstly all trays are listed on
computer, in addition to those trays I know exist/existed but {'ve still to obtain a

_. for my collection. Secondly a method I would suggest to anyone with a
breweriana collection - quite simply I photograph all my trays. Not only is it
sensible for insurance purposes but it's great to be able to carry vour entire
collection around with you.
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Throughout the 50's, 60's and 70's tray: €¢  amon Site in most country pubs
where beer could be taken to their gardens on at * y summer evening. dly
have you noticed that fewer and fe  p1 seem to have a _ on request? As
costs increase and profits (not:  ice) are the driving force, trays seem to be fast
disappearing.

As a final plea I would like to ask any of vour readers if they could ] > n .ocate
one or some of the easier trays I know exist from breweries which in history
terms are relatively modern.

Examples are as follows:

Bristol United Breweries (closed 1956)

Wells and Winch Bedford Brewery (closed 1961)
Brampton Brewery Co. Ltd of Chesterfield (closed 1955)
Hartleys West Cowick Brewery Ltd (closed 1957)

Yates Castle Brewery - Ardwick (closed 1961)

o Alnwick Brewery Co. Litd (closed 1963)

e Dares Birmingham Brewery (closed 1961)

e Walsall & District Clubs Brewery (closed 1960)

There are many others but if anyone can help a fanatic, I'd greatly appreciate a
call on (01524) 68979.
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